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xi

I n t r o d u c t i o n

Knowing the Signs

How    on   E a r t h  D i d  W e  Get    i nto    t h i s  M ess   ?

Sure, we realized the good times couldn’t last forever. Everybody 

knows that economies move through seasons and cycles, just like 

everything else. What goes up must come down—just basic common 

sense, right?

Still, those realizations didn’t quite prepare us for the reality. It was 

as if the United States of America went to the doctor’s office for its 

annual checkup. The nurse said, “This will hurt just a little bit,” then 

picked up a mallet and smashed us a good one on the head! There was 

a bad financial story in the headlines, then another, and the hits just 

kept coming. As the late Senator Everett Dirksen is credited with say-

ing, “A billion here, a billion there, and sooner or later it adds up to 

some real money.”1

For months, the pundits had been tossing around what they called 

“the R word”—Recession. Then, almost overnight, they were talking 

about “the D word”—Depression. And sure enough, we were all a little 

depressed.
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xii 	 Introduction

The numbers tell the story in their cold, hard fashion. By the end 

of the year 2008, American investors had lost $6.9 trillion in the stock 

market. (One sign of the times in this grave new world, by the way, is 

that we find ourselves talking in numbers usually reserved for those 

astronomers who watch distant galaxies. Trillions! Can you wrap your 

mind around such sums of money?)

Here is a number that fits my level of comprehension: one half. 

That’s the portion of the total wealth of the United States and, in fact, 

of the entire world that did a vanishing act in just months—fifty cents 

of every dollar; half of every yen, pound, deutschmark, cow, or what-

ever is used for money in your corner of the world. We’ve seen the 

illusionist make the rabbit disappear, but we always know it’s merely 

sleight of hand; the rabbit always makes a return appearance.2

If only that could happen today. If only one of these brainy econo-

mists could walk onto the world stage and pull half the world’s wealth 

out of his top hat. So many of our friends would have their jobs back. 

Young couples wouldn’t lose their homes. We can only dream.

Wealth is a fluid thing. If all this capital vanished in a cloud of col-

lapse and selling off, it can reappear in a cloud of demand and buying. 

But the experts tell us that is unlikely, at least in the near future. The 

buyers are presently nursing their wounds. This economic tsunami 

has been a sign before them, written in glaring red letters that read, 

“Let the buyer beware!” Economies boom in an atmosphere of confi-

dence, when people go to market with the assurance that buying and 

selling are safe options. Toxic credit has poisoned the well on Wall 

Street; bad mortgages have left a trail of disaster; and banks have col-

lapsed like a series of dominoes.

Forbes magazine compiles an annual list of the world’s billionaires. 

These lists tend to resemble exclusive clubs, with the membership 
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carrying over from one year to the next. At least they did so in the past. 

In the 2009 list, 30 percent of the 2008 membership dropped off the 

list, billionaires no more. Those members had lost an accumulated 

two trillion dollars—in one year! The best of times had become the 

worst of times.3

The cynic will say, “How sad about those poor, suffering billionaires! 

Now that they’re only millionaires, how will they pay their water and 

power bills?” But you see, we’re all interconnected. No man is a finan-

cial island in this world economy. The truth is that the net worth of US 

households fell by $11.2 trillion in 2008. We’ve seen the steepest decline 

in the housing market since 1951, and in stocks since 1946. The total 

nonfinancial household debt in the US is now $13.8 trillion.4

Throwing the word trillions around makes me dizzy. So let’s talk 

about unemployment. At this writing, the national figure stands at 14.5 

million or 9.4 percent of the workforce, the highest in more than two 

decades.5 People who don’t hold jobs don’t make mortgage payments; 

therefore, it’s not surprising that foreclosures climbed 30 percent in a 

single, horrible month.6 What could be sadder than all those empty 

houses being sold by the banks? Our beautiful Southern California 

avenues are cluttered with them. I drive by them on my way to our 

church and shake my head; but when I look across the congregation 

and see the sad faces of those without jobs and homes, the truth of it 

really touches home. How did we get here, Lord? How could we have not 

foreseen that this storm was coming?

World leaders are meeting, working desperately to put aside political 

and cultural differences to find ways to stop the bleeding. Everyone 

looks to the United States for leadership, (also for blame—it goes with 

the territory). The US Congress passed a stimulus package and a $787 

billion recovery plan to inject some life into a very sick economy. The 
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new US Treasury Secretary has indicated that “as much as $2 trillion 

could be plowed into the financial system to jump-start lending.”7 Is it 

too much, too soon? Too little, too late? We hear every kind of answer, 

every variety of opinion. The truth is that no one really knows. We 

hope and pray that our economic experts are applying the right reme-

dies, but none of them saw the crash coming—so what qualifies them 

as experts?

Meanwhile, across the sea, the European Central Bank has cut 

interest rates to a new ten-year low. There, too, the effort is to infuse 

more money to stimulate the economy of the European continent. 

Germany expects the global economy to shrink “at the worst rate 

since the Great Depression.” Switzerland’s National Bank has been 

negatively impacted despite its safe haven status. Obviously there is 

no such thing as a safe haven.8 

In Australia, unemployment is rampant even as the government 

injects billions of dollars into the country’s financial system. China tries 

its own hand at a stimulus package to fill the gap left by the loss of its 

export markets. As many as twenty million Chinese are out of work.

Forty heads of state met at the World Economic Forum in 

Switzerland. Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao urged “greater cooperation  

. . . in tackling the global crisis and building a new world economic 

order.” Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin declared the world eco-

nomic crisis to be a “perfect storm.” He voiced his nation’s willingness 

to join with other nations to address the crisis. And not surprisingly, 

the tensions began to rise. Mr. Putin exploited the opportunity to dis-

parage American delegates who, the previous year, had declared “the 

US economy’s fundamental stability.”9 Economic crises may come and 

go, but political bitterness is forever.

Nor was Russia the only nation to complicate an already horrendous 
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problem by taking jabs at the United States. In a series of provoca-

tive and dangerous maneuvers, Chinese ships harassed two US naval 

vessels in open seas, coming within twenty-five feet of the USNS 

Impeccable.

More ominously, North Korea has again expelled UN nuclear 

inspectors from its Yongbyon nuclear plant,10 conducted an under-

ground nuclear test and launched six short-range rockets (all in the 

space of one week), and appears poised to launch a long range ICBM, 

all in direct violation of UN Security Council Resolutions.11

In the Middle East, tension is the status quo. Iran’s Ahmadinejad 

continues to blame the West for the global economic situation and 

declared that “the capitalist system is on the brink of disintegration.”12 

Meanwhile, his government continues to push forward with its 

nuclear program, threatening others with disintegration. The launch 

of a multistage rocket early this year now enables the Iranians to place 

satellites in the Earth’s orbit, adding to concerns over a nuclear-armed 

Iran’s ability to wreak havoc in the world.

Had enough? Me too. Say what you want about this past year, but 

you have to say it hasn’t been dull. I actually made a point to compile 

a list of global crises that have occurred during the last twelve months, 

and I came up with one or more for every letter of our alphabet. How 

that will come in handy, I have no clue.

Think about this. You and I have lived through some tumultuous 

times. The twentieth century is surely the most remarkable hundred 

years in the history of our planet. There will be some readers who 

remember Pearl Harbor, D-Day, the atomic bomb, the advent of tele-

vision, the revolutions of the 1960s, Neil Armstrong’s walk on the 

moon, the end of the Berlin Wall, the arrival of personal computers 

and the Internet. Some of us have parents who can tell us about the 
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Great Depression of the 1930s. But I would suggest that there’s never 

been a time like this one in our collective memory. Even that earlier 

depression, though it had an international scope, came before the age 

of the “global village.” Today we are more interconnected than ever as 

passengers on the voyage of Spaceship Earth.

Some of you may have read my previous book, entitled What in the 

World Is Going On? In that book I summarized ten world events and 

related them to the prophetic Word of God. Among other things, we 

talked about the rebirth of Israel as a nation, the redistribution of 

wealth through oil, the realignment of Europe, the rise of radical 

Islam, and the resurgence of Russia. You know how rapidly the world 

landscape can change these days. Just as the book was finished and 

ready to hit the bookstores, along came the reversal of the financial 

markets. Any one of these events by itself might not cause us a con-

cern, but all of them, taken together, present a frightening picture.

Now I wish to paint for you a separate picture. It couldn’t create a 

starker contrast with the one we’ve just described, the landscape of 

current events. Yet this other picture is every bit as real, every bit as 

true. It simply lies in the future rather than the present.

We serve a loving heavenly Father who wants us to know that this 

world and its troubles will not last forever. In His inspired Word, He 

offers us a preview of a time that is so wonderful, so blessed, that the 

tribulations of any historic era—whether this present hour, the 

Hebrew captivity in Babylon, Rome’s persecution of the young church, 

or any other you might name—would seem like a swiftly fading head-

ache. Just before Jesus Christ returns to earth, keeping the promise He 

made to His disciples, this troubling time will finally arrive. And, 

my friends, it’s quite possible that we have entered the early stages 

of those events.
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In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, we are told: “But concern-

ing the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should 

write to you. For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 

Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For when they say, ‘Peace and 

safety!’ then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains 

upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 

5:1–3).

As I think about that passage, I find myself observing how that 

metaphor, about labor pains, perfectly fits the headlines I’m reading. 

An expectant mother endures quite a trial as she prepares for the birth 

of her child. She has morning sickness, she goes through all kinds of 

other drastic bodily changes, and then the labor pains arrive. As that 

child is preparing to enter the world, the mother’s discomfort is ampli-

fied—it’s a message that God doesn’t want her to miss. Rejoice! Your 

child is on the way!

Similarly, our world is in pain even now. When the time comes for 

the blessed event that awaits all of creation, we will feel it as the 

nations quake. Rejoice! Your Redemption draweth nigh! This pain, this 

confusion, this anxiety is only for a little while longer.

What about these catastrophes? That’s a word that seems to be 

recurring more frequently in the news media. Financial, societal, even 

natural catastrophes are rending this globe and all of its occupants. 

It’s an odd four-syllable word, isn’t it? The word catastrophe repre-

sents the union of two Greek words, cata, meaning “over,” and strophe, 

meaning “to turn.” The full picture is one of overthrow, of everything 

turning over in sudden and violent change.

Ask any Californian about sudden and violent changes. Living on 

or near various fault lines, we take these things in stride. During the 

most recent week, for example, we had more than seven hundred 
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earthquakes in our region, or so I’m informed from the latest Southern 

California Earthquake Data Center Web site.13 Nonchalant as we may 

appear, we all have that identical thought in the back of our minds: the 

big one. The ground could open up any second now. “It’s California,” 

someone will tell you. “Deal with it! You don’t like it, move!” Then, just 

as he finishes those words, that familiar tremble of the foundations 

may begin. Even quakeproof buildings are suddenly doing that fright-

ening dance. And the fellow who told you to “deal with it” is doing so 

himself, with a frantic dash toward the exit.

All of us are brave while we’re under the impression that the coast 

is clear. However, here’s one more statistic: Did you know that there 

has been a 42.8-percent spike in earthquakes measured worldwide 

between 2000 and 2008?14

Labor pains or simple geology? You make the call.

We could just as well talk about the terrible tsunami that hit Asia, 

or the unprecedented storms that hit the Gulf Coast, or any number 

of increasingly violent storms that are now becoming a fixture in the 

daily news. Tornadoes, hurricanes, ice storms, blizzards, floods, 

extremes of heat and cold. The Weather Channel has a growing audi-

ence and a show entitled Storm Stories.

We could also discuss eruptions in the spiritual world. We are see-

ing an outpouring of pure, unrestrained evil such as we would never 

have thought possible even a few years ago. It’s the clear symptom of a 

culture in disintegration. I don’t need to say much here; you need only 

turn on your television set to agree that too much freedom of a certain 

kind can lead to the worst enslavement. Our society has lost its moor-

ings, so that reports of mass shootings, many involving someone’s own 

family, are no longer particularly shocking to us. We read of fathers 

imprisoning their own children for immoral purposes and mothers 
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selling their young children to representatives of the sickest underbelly 

of a lost culture.

Clergy misconduct, I’m sad to say, is never far from the headlines. 

And we’ve read of the monumental fraud of Bernard Madoff, which 

represented friendships exploited into the loss of billions of dollars. 

Our newspapers, ironically in their own death throes at a time when 

there is more news than ever before, look more and more like super-

market tabloids. Current events are just that appalling.

If even churches, families, and friendships no longer provide a safe 

haven, what does that suggest about the future of humanity? Could 

we really be approaching the terminal point of the human experi-

ence? In plain terms, something’s got to give.

A year ago my question was, “What in the world is going on?” Today 

there can be but one question: “Is there any way for us to live with con-

fidence in a chaotic world?” You see, we no longer have the luxury of 

sitting back in our recliners, stroking our chins, and examining this 

spectacle from some distance. Now we are all players in world events. If 

you have not lost a job or a home, you undoubtedly know someone 

who has. By this time, virtually every American has been affected by the 

cultural fallout that has been highlighted by our economic system. If 

you and I are up to our ears in this, then, what on earth can we do? We 

need a plan, and we need one as quickly as possible.

In our last book we examined the passages that describe the future 

return of Jesus Christ to this earth. But what if I told you that those 

same texts contain clues for how we are to live in the meantime? In 

scouring the books of the New Testament, I discovered ten practical 

strategies to help us live with confidence in a chaotic world. We can 

know what on earth to be doing when our challenges exceed our 

courage.
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As we face the uncertainty of our troubled generation, we cannot 

afford to turn away from the priceless counsel of the Word of God. 

We need it more than ever because it provides a firm foundation even 

when the world seems in the grip of quicksand’s undertow.

As I feel the anxiety of these times, I draw profound peace from the 

promise that Jesus gave to His disciples—that includes you and me—in 

the Upper Room. He told them that He would never leave them with-

out comfort: “The Helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in 

my name, will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 

things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; 

not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid” (John 14:25–27).

In those words I can hear Jesus speaking to our generation. He 

assures us that we need never live in fear, no matter what the news

paper says. Jobs can be lost, homes can be lost, but the love of Christ 

is forever. Understanding that calms our spirits and allows us to begin 

thinking—really thinking—about the new world around us. As we 

work through the ten chapters of this book together, I pray that you 

will see your own circumstances with new eyes; and that you will look 

within, finding new courage not in your own strength or skills, but in 

the unlimited resources of Christ, in whom we can do all things. Then, 

as we finish these pages, we will smile in the midst of it all and agree: 

in the power and love of Almighty God, we can live with confidence in 

an age of chaos.

—�David Jeremiah 

San Diego, CA 

June 2009
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o n e

Stay Calm

F u nn  y  h ow   i t  ne  v e r  r a i ns   i n  B e i j i n g  w h en   Ame   r i c a n  p r es  i -

dents arrive for high-profile visits. It’s no coincidence. Military 

meteorologists in China seed the clouds and empty them of their 

moisture in advance.1 The weather is tailor-made for the occasion. 

That’s why the skies were picture-perfect for the opening ceremonies 

of Beijing summer Olympics in 2008. Using an arsenal of rockets, 

artillery, and aircraft, Chinese scientists blasted the clouds right out 

of the sky. “We can turn a cloudy day into a dry and sunny one,” 

boasted Miam Donglian of the Beijing weather bureau.2

That’s nothing to what’s coming. Weather modification is a rapidly 

developing technology, spurred on by billion-dollar investments in 

climate change and global warming. It’s the new science, and its rami-

fications aren’t lost on military planners. Secret laboratories in military 

installations around the globe are developing what may be the most 

underreported arms race on earth: weather warfare.

Many military and environmental scientists believe we can learn to 

00-01.Living w Confidence.indd   1 7/30/09   11:13:11 AM



2 	 Living with Confidence in a Chaotic World

use powerful chemicals and electromagnetic scalar waves to manipu-

late and control short-term weather patterns in ways that can alter the 

world’s balance of power. According to some reports, the US Air 

Force is determined to “own the weather” by 2025; but other nations 

and terrorist states have timetables of their own.3

Former Secretary of Defense William Cohen warned that military 

manipulation of the biosphere is a frightening threat, saying that 

some countries are engaging “in an eco-type terrorism whereby they 

can alter the climate, set off earthquakes and volcanoes remotely 

through the use of electromagnetic waves.” He said, “There are plenty 

of ingenious minds out there that are at work finding ways in which 

they can wreak terror upon other nations. It’s real . . .”4

I don’t know if it’s real or not; but if some doomsdayers are right, 

technology is being developed that could trigger earthquakes by 

well-placed underground nuclear explosions, or by earth-penetrating 

electromagnetic waves, or by injecting superfluids into major fault 

zones. Blizzards could be pulled down. Volcanoes could be cooked 

up. Typhoons and tsunamis could be triggered and aimed against 

unfriendly coasts. Communications could be disrupted by heated 

plumes of supercharged particles altering the atmosphere.

Writing in The Ecologist, Michel Chossudovsky of the University of 

Ottawa warned that “the world’s weather can now be modified as part 

of a new generation of sophisticated electromagnet weapons. Both 

the US and Russia have developed capabilities to manipulate the cli-

mate for military use . . . Weather manipulation is the pre-emptive 

weapon par excellence. It can be directed against enemy countries or 

‘friendly nations’ without their knowledge, used to destabilize econo-

mies, ecosystems and agriculture. It can also trigger havoc in financial 

and commodity markets.”5
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When we read what’s coming, we feel like we’re either hurtling into 

the age of science fiction or stepping into the pages of the book of 

Revelation. The last book of the Bible indicates that catastrophic dis-

ruptions in earth’s meteorological patterns will wreak havoc on the 

world during the Great Tribulation.

But here’s what I want you to know: as we await the Lord’s return, 

the atmospherics of your heart and mine should be calm. The Bible 

says we have a God who calms the storm and a Savior who rebukes 

the wind and waves so they are calm (Psalm 107:29; Luke 8:24). The 

writer of Psalm 131 said, “Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul.” 

Proverbs 17:27 tells us that a person of understanding has a calm 

spirit; and in Isaiah 7:4 (niv), the Lord tells us, “Be careful, keep calm, 

and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart.”

Calm is an interesting word that is known more for what it is not: 

agitation, fear, or turbulence. But “calm” does require some kind of 

storm or we would never notice it. The weather world gave us the 

word in the first place. It means wind that is moving one mile per hour 

or less. The Beaufort Scale has “Calm” at one end and “Hurricane” at 

the other—extreme opposites.

Take a moment and evaluate your own life. As you attempt to move 

through these chaotic days, where would the Beaufort Scale register the 

winds of your soul?

A September 2008 American Psychological Association poll indi-

cated that 80 percent of us were under significant stress because of 

the economic mess. That figure represented a rise of fourteen per-

centage points in only five months. And we don’t even have the 

numbers for early 2009, when the unemployment epidemic really cut 

a swathe through the American workplace. If you haven’t lost your 

job, your home, or your savings, you’re probably worried that it could 
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happen, and you’re concerned for those of your friends who have 

been so devastated.

One industry is actually doing very well: pharmaceutical medi-

cines for anxiety. I’ve read claims that fifteen million Americans suffer 

from enough anxiety to need medication.6 While this may represent 

a wise option in cases of clinical stress, there are deeper causes for 

panic attacks and anxiety that medication will never penetrate.

Perhaps this is a good time to remember why I wrote this book and 

why you have chosen to read it. We are trying to determine what on 

earth we should be doing in these stressful times. And we have discov-

ered that God has given us solid answers to our questions in the very 

passages that tell us of His Son’s return to earth.

In this chapter, and in every chapter that follows it, I have identi-

fied instruction for living life while we are looking for the Savior. I 

can find no better resource for our troubled days. Jesus, for example, 

spoke to His disciples about His purposes after leaving earth. Here is 

how He began: “Let not your heart be troubled” (John 14:1). He 

would not have said these calming words unless His followers needed 

them. Their hearts were troubled; He knows that ours are too. Each 

one of us has a different “anxiety quotient.”

Some people believe that when they accept Christ, they will receive 

a Get Out of Stress Free card and live a life of uninterrupted bliss. To be 

honest, when I became a believer, I picked up a few new problems I 

hadn’t had before. Jesus never offered a false promise. At every point, 

He warned us that troubles would follow our path and that obedience 

to Him would actually increase our persecution. But He is also the one 

who said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I 

have overcome the world” (John 16:33, emphasis added).
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Jesus Himself felt pressure. He was distressed as He watched Mary 

weep over the death of her brother Lazarus. He “groaned in the spirit 

and was troubled” (John 11:33). As He contemplated the cross, He 

felt genuine anxiety (John 12:27). As He waited for Judas to betray 

Him, He was troubled (John 13:21). He is a high priest who can 

“sympathize with our weaknesses” (Hebrews 4:15).

As the death of our Lord Jesus nears, His disciples begin to be anx-

ious about their life situations, and Jesus comforts them with these 

words:

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and 

the way you know.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know 

where You are going, and how can we know the way?” Jesus said to 

him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me.” (John 14:1–6)

The Ultimate in Comfort

We need to return to this passage whenever we are besieged by worry. 

Remember, Jesus didn’t say these words as He stood beside a Galilean 

stream on a sunny day, without a care in the world. He said them as He 

stood near the jaws of hell itself. He didn’t speak from the all-protective 

shelter of His Father’s arms. He sat with His frightened disciples in the 

Upper Room, preparing for the worst of humanity and the silence of 

heaven. His words were, “Let not your heart be troubled.”
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It encourages me to realize that He faced what He did, felt the 

worst of what we would feel, and still drew enough strength to com-

fort others. He looked at His friends and felt compassion for them. 

These were men He had asked to follow Him. For three years He had 

been their life. Then He had begun to speak of leaving them. In John 

13, He had told them that the time was drawing near for Him to 

leave, and that this time they would not be able to follow Him. Peter 

asked Him exactly where He was going. Jesus told him again that it 

was a place to which he could not come until sometime in the future 

(John 13:36).

This conversation would have been terribly upsetting for the dis-

ciples who had depended upon Jesus for everything. Our Lord’s words 

of encouragement to His close friends were preserved by the apostle 

John, so that they are available to give comfort to us as well. Jesus gave 

His disciples some things to believe, things to hold onto. He asked 

them to put their trust in four things that He promised would provide 

courage and renewed strength for their troubled hearts. I think you 

will discover as you read the following pages that these timeless truths 

are just what you and I need in these chaotic days.

Jesus Asks Us to Believe in a Person

When a child is afraid during the night, who but a parent can provide 

comfort? The child will cling to Mommy or Daddy and begin to feel 

calm. That’s how it is with Jesus. His comfort begins with His very 

identity. “Let not your heart be troubled,” He tells us. “You believe in 

God, believe also in Me” (John 14:1).

The people of Judea believed in one God. The center of their faith 

was expressed in the Shema: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
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Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:4–5). 

These Jewish followers of Jesus had been trained since infancy to love 

God exclusively. Now Jesus was telling them something shocking; He 

wanted them to believe in Him in the exact same way—because He 

was God’s Son. If the divine nature of Jesus is difficult for us to under-

stand, you can imagine how the disciples would have struggled to 

wrap their minds around such an idea. In fact, it wasn’t until after His 

resurrection that they began to process what He was telling them.

Jesus was asking men who had been schooled in the Hebrew scrip-

tures to expand their faith in their heavenly Father to include His Son, 

their earthly teacher. Calling upon His full authority as the Lord of 

heaven and earth, He said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30 

niv). To believe in what I say, you must believe in who I am.

Jesus Asks Us to Believe in a Place

Now Jesus tells His disciples, “In My Father’s house are many mansions; 

if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you” 

(John 14:2).

A man takes a new job in another city. He is in the process of mov-

ing his family to a brand new home there, but he must travel ahead 

of them and start his work earlier. His child cries because he will be 

gone for a week, but the father stoops, pulls him into an embrace, and 

says, “I’ll be there getting your new room ready. You’re going to have 

a place to ride your bicycle, and I’ll be starting on that tree house 

we’re going to build.” The tears dry as the child sees all this in his 

mind. That’s a picture of what Jesus is doing here. He encourages His 

disciples to think of the wonderful future He is planning for them.
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The Scriptures include many synonyms for heaven. We know it is 

vast, we know it is beautiful and wonderful beyond all imagining. We 

know it is a country, one about which our most gorgeous earthly 

landscapes are only rough drafts. It is, in another way, a magnificent 

city, built and perfected by the architect of this universe. Then we can 

think of it is as a kingdom, the realm of the powerful king. Heaven is 

also called paradise, a word suggesting its supreme beauty.

Those metaphors are beautiful pictures of our future home, but 

Jesus’ description of heaven is my favorite: “My Father’s house.” We 

know what that means. Many of us had favorite grandparents we 

visited. We think, “This is where Dad was a little boy. This is my 

father’s house!” It holds a special charm and wonder for us, associated 

with Christmas, joy, and laughter. I like to think of heaven that way.

There was a special house where I grew up. My parents, as they 

grew older, finally moved away from it, and that was hard for me to 

take. I hadn’t lived there for some time, but the house symbolized my 

whole past, my first memories, my childlike innocence and security. 

It was part of me. Praise God, He never decides to move to a smaller 

home. There is ultimate security in the eternal nature of heaven. 

Author Thomas Wolfe wrote a book called You Can’t Go Home Again, 

but there is one home we can never lose or leave. Christ has gone 

there to prepare it for us, and that gives us comfort.

Heaven is real. Cloud-and-golden-gate–laden cartoons, movies, 

and jokes have reduced heaven to a stereotype. We need to realize just 

what is being stolen from the sanctified imagination when this pre-

cious image is made trivial to us. We are not yet in heaven, but it has 

power for us right now. It extends its hope to us. It guides our aspira-

tions. It soothes our hearts when we lose a loved one. And when we 

think of its eventuality, we realize there is nothing mundane or 
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insignificant about any of us—we are children of the kingdom; we are 

bound for heaven! It is real, and it is home.

About Those Mansions

Many of us are familiar with the phrase “many mansions,” as we learned 

it in our King James Bibles. Newer translations substitute something 

like “many rooms” or “many dwelling places.” The explanation is that 

this word, now associated with the homes of millionaires, originally 

meant a simple dwelling place. Jesus is actually saying, “In my Father’s 

house are many rooms.” But please don’t think we’ll all be tenants of a 

large boarding house, with cramped quarters and a shared bathroom 

down the hall. Heaven is the infinite expanse of God’s glory; it is perfec-

tion, and the idea of a mansion is more than appropriate.

This language of an ultimate home is a powerful balm to the heart. 

Home means something different to every person, but it’s a longing 

we all share. Home, no matter how humble, is the place where we 

begin life. It is the place we must inevitably leave to build an adult life. 

And the yearning to recapture that basic security and sense of belong-

ing remains in us. Ecclesiastes 3:11 says that God has set eternity in 

our hearts, and that’s heaven, our ultimate home.

On one occasion, Dr. Paul Tournier, the brilliant Swiss Christian 

medical doctor, counseled a young man from a troubled home situ-

ation. “Basically, I’m always looking for a place—for somewhere to 

be,” said the man. Tournier explained that each of us long for a true 

home.7

You can see this longing through history. The first thing men do 

upon becoming substantially wealthy is to build the “dream home.” In 

some cases they’ve become consumed by this quest. In the nineteenth 
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century, King Ludwig II of Bavaria nearly bankrupted his German 

nation by building palace after palace. He had to be removed from 

power, and his greatest castle remained incomplete.8

In the United States, two palatial houses qualify as “castles.” North 

Carolina has the Biltmore House while California has its Hearst 

Mansion. The Biltmore House has over 250 rooms, including 35 bed-

rooms and 43 bathrooms. George Washington Vanderbilt nearly 

depleted his incredible fortune in completing the estate, then died 

after only a few years of enjoying it. The home of William Randolph 

Hearst has a mere 165 rooms, with 127 acres of gardens, terraces, 

pools, and walkways. Again, a heart attack took the founder before he 

could enjoy the fruit of his labor. In both cases, tourists have come 

out as the true winners.

Today we have every kind of television show about homes and mak-

ing them perfect. The yearning never dies. But no matter how luxurious 

a palace we build, no matter how much we spend, we can’t take it with 

us, nor will any moat or drawbridge keep death from the front door. 

These architectural obsessions simply prove our longing for the one 

and only home that will be enjoyed throughout eternity. Can you imag-

ine living in the Biltmore House or Hearst Mansion? Beside the home 

Jesus is preparing, either would seem like a run-down tool shed.

What Makes a Home?

There will be some readers who have lost their homes, or come close 

to it, in the recent mortgage crisis. I realize this subject is a sensitive 

one for you, and I don’t wish to cheapen the loss you’ve experienced 

with trite assurances. Even so, I truly believe that God can help you 

experience the reality of your eternal home, and in that way give you 
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comfort and reassurance. We must remember that a house is not a 

home, any more than the church is a building. A true home is an 

intangible thing, composed of love, relationships, and peace. Heaven 

may be like a mansion or a billion mansions—but no ornamentation 

or architecture will make it precious to us. Only the presence of our 

Lord will do that.

As we continue to explore what on earth we should be doing now, 

let us not forget about our Lord’s words concerning heaven.

None of us know what the future holds for our own crisis. My 

prayer for you is that you come through your crisis strong. This can 

be a time of maturity for all of us, helping us to understand that we 

are not citizens of this world, and that we cannot place our faith in 

any of its establishments or institutions. As we await His return, we 

trust Him to care for our every need, and we remember that Jesus 

himself said, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the 

Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (Matthew 8:20).

Do we really long for that ultimate and eternal home, rather than 

simply a place to lay our heads? C. S. Lewis writes that sometimes it 

seems as if we have no desire for heaven at all; other times, it seems to 

him we’ve never desired anything else. In truth, he says, our yearning 

for heaven is “the secret signature of each soul.” It is the thing we have 

desired all along and will continue to desire, even when we don’t real-

ize it’s the thing we most want.9

Jesus Asks Us to Believe in a Promise

A particularly wonderful aspect of the Bible is its many promises. 

When God makes a promise, it is our rock. Jesus comforts us with this 

promise: “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
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and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” 

(John 14:3).

Some interpret this as a description of what happens when we die. 

The problem is that we have no specific scriptural support for the 

idea of Christ returning for each believer at death. Luke 16:22 sug-

gests that the angels handle that task. No, this verse is certainly a 

description of the triumphant return of Christ. Our comfort is in 

looking forward to His return, when He will take us away from all the 

problems and heartbreaks of this life.

What I have just said is certainly nothing that hasn’t been said 

countless times before. I doubt it’s the first time it’s been expressed to 

you in similar wording. And yet it is the most profound statement in 

all of history. Here is the very heart of Jesus’ message to His troubled 

disciples. The deepest, most far-reaching truth in the entire universe 

is not expressed in any of Einstein’s laws but in a children’s song that 

goes, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” It’s noth-

ing new, but it’s the best news you’ll ever hear. How much different 

would our lives be if we could only begin to embrace the truth that 

the God of heaven desires to spend eternity with us? Listen to our 

Lord as He puts this desire into prayer: “Father, I desire that they also 

whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold 

My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foun-

dation of the world” (John 17:24).

We need our Lord’s promise as we continue to walk the uncharted 

roads of our current crisis. We might lose our jobs or our homes; the 

devil may win the battle—but Christ has already won the war.

In the darkest days of the Second World War, as defeated US  

troops in Bataan awaited promised reinforcements, President Roosevelt 

ordered the ignominious General Douglas MacArthur to leave the 
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Philippines for Australia—virtually deserting his men. Upon his 

arrival in Australia, he made a speech promising those troops and the 

Filipinos, “I shall return.” US government officials asked him to change 

the line to, “We shall return,” but he stood firm.10 His promise, there-

fore, became a personal one that he fulfilled four years later when he 

triumphantly reappeared in that part of the world to retake the lost 

ground and free the captives. By the way, MacArthur understood the 

concepts we’re discussing. On April 9, 1942, in a tribute to the troops 

of Bataan, he stated, “To the weeping mothers of its dead, I can only 

say that the sacrifice and halo of Jesus of Nazareth has descended upon 

their sons, and that God will take them unto Himself.”11

If a general can keep his promise to return, how much more cer-

tain is the covenant of that same Jesus of Nazareth? He will come back 

to take all of us unto Himself. And even now, He has ascended into 

heaven, and is preparing our place. That’s how much He loves us! Can 

we begin living like it?

Winning the Battle

There is hope in trusting a future that Jesus has guaranteed, but there 

is still the daily battle. I don’t want you to feel that I would attempt to 

minimize the anxiety or hardship you may be experiencing. This 

world’s problems are real. But we need to fully grasp that God’s solu-

tions are too. When Jesus says, “Let not your heart be troubled,” He 

means it. And not just for the men who were in that room with Him 

two thousand years ago; He means it for every troubled time and every 

troubled person.

We can master anxiety. But we can’t do it with a fatalistic attitude 

about problems—that loses the battle before the first shot is fired. 

00-01.Living w Confidence.indd   13 7/30/09   11:13:12 AM



14 	 Living with Confidence in a Chaotic World

When we believe in the victorious Christ, and trust Him to guide us 

forward toward positive solutions, we will begin to live with supreme 

confidence.

Jesus says, “Believe in me. Believe in the reality of my home. Then 

believe my promise. Believe.” For some, believing can be difficult to 

accept because the problems of this world are visible and tangible, but 

the hope and power come from an invisible reality. Our only bond to 

that world is our faith—our decision to believe. When we do that, we 

are declaring victory over this world’s problems before they occur, in 

the name of Jesus, who is the object of our faith. We will still have sor-

row and setbacks, but we stubbornly view them only in the much larger 

context of eternity—today’s tears making tomorrow’s joy sweeter.

Our growth over the years helps us with this perspective. After forty 

years as a pastor, I can testify that I see problems in a different light 

than I once did. There are disappointments that would have knocked 

me down years ago. Today I have more readiness to chalk them up to 

the challenges of my profession, and to simply move on. By now I’ve 

had enough opportunities to see what the Lord does with the worst of 

circumstances. He has more than won my trust, so it will take a far 

greater blow than it took yesterday to knock me down today.

Jesus Asks Us to Believe in a Plan

Finally, Jesus has a plan for us to trust. It is revealed in John 14:5–6. 

Thomas, always uncertain, asks Jesus, “Lord, we do not know where 

You are going, and how can we know the way?”

Jesus answers him: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me.”

If Jesus was leaving, Thomas wanted a map. Global Positioning 
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System (GPS) receivers were not available. Thomas was asking, “Can’t 

you even leave a forwarding address?”

Jesus’ answer is surely not what Thomas is expecting to hear. Jesus 

says that He is the map. He is the Global Positioning Savior. He 

shows the way to heaven, takes us there, and ultimately is the journey 

Himself.

Now imagine you’re on a business trip and stop at a convenience 

store to ask directions. The cashier gets that all the time, so he fires 

the turns at you in rapid succession: first right, third traffic light, dog-

leg left, straight at the Methodist church, then go through four or five 

intersections, if you see the Jiffy Burger you’ve gone too far, what you 

want is the second left past the old gas station . . .

All of this was spewed out before you could get the cap off your 

pen, and there’s a look of abject despair on your face. So the cashier 

glances at his watch and says, “Know what? I get off in three minutes, 

and it’s on my way home. I’ll lead you right there myself.”

Now you’re smiling. That cashier has become the way. He not only 

has the directions but is the means for getting there. He is your new 

best friend. William Barclay says that this is what Jesus does for us. 

“He does not tell us about the way; He is the Way.”12

I’m told that in many of the “big box” stores today, employees are 

trained to become the way when someone asks where something 

is—to walk the customer there. That level of service is sacrificial and 

well appreciated. And it’s the way of Jesus.

But Jesus says something else that many people would rather skip 

over or explain away. Jesus says not only that He will take us to heaven, 

but that He is the only one who can: “No one comes to the Father 

except through Me.”

Those who remember their grammar lessons know the difference 
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between a definite and indefinite article. The former signifies “the one 

and only”; not just a restaurant but the restaurant. A restaurant is 

indefinite; we could be talking about any eating establishment. When 

Jesus says He is “the way,” He uses the definite article, and He is defi-

nitely clear about it. He never said He was a way, but the way. Then, 

to clinch the issue, He added that no one could come to the Father 

“except through Me.”

Today we have decided that this ancient, inspired, and specific article 

of Christian doctrine is no longer politically correct. It is, we are told, 

bigoted and intolerant. According to some recent polls, a majority of 

Americans—70 percent—think some non-Christian religions also pro-

vide paths to salvation. Pollsters at Pew Research Center were amazed 

to find how many respondents accredited more than one way to heaven. 

Fifty-seven percent of evangelicals said they believed many religions 

can lead to eternal life. In other words, nearly half of American evan-

gelicals were left in the category of believing Jesus is not the exclusive 

way to heaven.13

Respondents to an online poll by the evangelical periodical 

Christianity Today indicated a similar belief pattern. Forty-one per-

cent believe there is more than one way to heaven.14

What part of John 14:6 do we not understand?

Overwhelming Evidence

This last year I had the privilege of meeting Billy Graham’s grandson, 

Will, and to hear him preach. He gave me an idea of what it was like 

to be the grandson of Billy Graham. “Everybody wants to meet you,” 

he said. “Then, as soon as they meet you, you discover they don’t 

really want to meet you, but they want you to help them to meet your 
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grandfather.” He shared his humorous response for dealing with that 

inevitable question: “The Bible says the way to the father is through 

the son, not through the grandson.”

Jesus’ words in John 14:6 clearly teach the exclusive, one-way 

nature of salvation. But this truth is not isolated to one text, as the 

following references demonstrate.

•	 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is 

the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who 

go in by it.” (Matthew 7:13) Narrow gate or narrow mind? 

You be the judge.

•	 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if 

you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 

(John 8:24)

•	 “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must 

be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

•	 “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 

men, the Man Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2:5)

The Scriptures are remarkably clear on this issue. Jesus is the one 

and only way, the one and only truth, and the one and only life. If that 

is narrow-minded, so be it. I’m happy to be narrow-minded if that’s 

what God is because this is His truth, not mine.

What about the other religions? Again the Bible says, “There is a 

way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 

14:12). It’s not about what seems right that counts; it’s about what is 

right. The various world religions are neither different versions of the 

same story nor parallel steps leading skyward on some pyramid of 
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truth where all the differences melt away. Other religions teach starkly 

different versions of reality. Life is either a circle, as Eastern religions 

have it, or time is linear with a beginning and end, as the Word of God 

has it. There is either endless reincarnation as those religions insist, or 

it is given to man but once to live, once to die, as the Bible teaches in 

Hebrews 9:27.

Most scientists would agree with me that there is only one law of 

gravity, and that we don’t get a vote on it. Science, mathematics—

neither of these disciplines is democratic. Neither has a “choose your 

own truth” policy. Why should the spiritual realm be any different?

Let’s not build up false charges of narrow-mindedness when the 

obvious character of Jesus is one of love, forgiveness, and total sacri-

fice. He wants to take us to heaven—all of us. But He is the only way. 

He invites us to come to Him—to be saved by grace, received through 

our faith as it responds to Him. He demands no sacrifice, no achieve-

ment, nothing other than a sincere yes from the human will.

Then He wants to enter our hearts and give us joy and wisdom for 

the rest of this life, and His glorious presence in the next. He has writ-

ten that invitation in the blood of His own hands. And when we 

accept His invitation, He has promised to write our name in the 

Lamb’s Book of Life.

Dr. Ruthanna Metzgar is not your general run-of-the-mill church 

wedding singer. She is a professional. Her résumé is impressive. She has 

sung in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Japan. She is world-

renowned as an instructor, lecturer, and conductor of both choirs and 

orchestras.

She also has an impressive repertoire. Her versatile soprano voice 

has performed everything from classical, sacred, musical theater to 

contemporary gospel. She is also a gifted communicator about her 
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personal faith in Christ. It is in that context that I first came across 

her story.

Anyone who has taken voice lessons, sung in a top-notch college 

choir, or played in an adult orchestra knows the penchant directors 

and conductors have for detail. They leave nothing to chance. They 

almost obsess over every difficult passage, making sure it is practiced 

and polished and performance ready. They don’t like surprises at an 

important presentation.

Well, Ruthanna must have been very preoccupied because she 

missed a very important detail. It isn’t often that even a professional 

singer is asked to sing at the wedding of a millionaire. Ruthanna was. 

The wedding took place in the tallest skyscraper in Seattle—on the 

top two floors! She described the “atmosphere as one of grace and 

sophistication.” From that vantage point the view of Puget Sound and 

both the Cascade and the Olympic Mountains was spectacular.

After the ceremony, “the bride and groom approached a beautiful 

glass and brass staircase that led to the top floor.” They ceremoniously 

cut the satin ribbon that had subtly acted as a lustrous boundary and 

invited their guests to follow them up to the reception. Just one more 

detail and Ruthanna and her husband, Roy, would be among the hon-

ored guests at the gala dinner.

At the top of the stairs stood a tuxedoed gentleman with an ornately 

bound book, who asked, “May I have your name please?” Ruthanna 

gave him their names and expected to be ushered directly into the 

party. But, as hard as he looked, as carefully as she spelled her last 

name, he firmly announced, “I’m sorry, but your name is not here. 

Without your name in this book, you cannot attend this banquet.”15

Ruthanna explained to him there must be a mistake; she had just 

sung at the wedding. With a hundred or so guests waiting on the steps 
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below her, he simply replied: “It doesn’t matter who you are or what 

you did, without your name in the book, you cannot attend this ban-

quet.” He promptly signaled for them to be escorted to the service 

elevator and taken to the parking garage.

Roy Metzgar wisely waited until they were well on their way home 

before he asked what had happened. In tears, Ruthanna replied, 

“When the invitation arrived for the reception I was very busy and I 

never bothered to return the RSVP . . . Besides, I was the singer, surely 

I could go to the reception without returning the RSVP!”

There was no shrimp, smoked salmon, no luscious hors d’oeuvres, 

no exotic beverages for her that night. Rather there was only the sad 

realization of the overwhelming evidence against her. She had failed 

to follow the only plan that would get her into that banquet. She 

didn’t mean to refuse the invitation; she merely let the opportunity 

slip away. It was really a decision to take no action.

Fortunately, Ruthanna’s inaction held only a temporary conse-

quence. You have a similar opportunity to make a decision. You have 

been issued an invitation with eternal consequences. There is just one 

plan. I urge you to make take the action that leads to eternal life in 

heaven. A confirmed reservation for a joyous eternity is the evidence 

that provides the settled calm that can carry us through any storm.

Mark Twain once quipped, “Everybody talks about the weather, 

but nobody does anything about it.”16 Well, no longer. As we step into 

the era of designer skies and weather weaponry, let’s keep our eyes on 

the master of earth and skies, knowing He controls all the elements of 

our future.

Because of Christ, we have a better forecast and a cloudless future.
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